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ON SUICIDE.—No. 7. 


It i is the boast of the present age, that it 
excels many which have preceded it. It is 
gloried in, as an age of free inquiry, and of 
wonderfal improvements m arts, science and 
religion. \ And we may call it also the age 
of” Suicides; for no age ever furnished more 
cages of them. How are 80 many 8 "ein 
ders to be reconciled with our superi09wis- 
dom and improvements. 

1. Are more persons born this age than 


' 
P 


Suicide? We hardly think this will be as- 


serted, as accounting for the numerous sui- 
C1de8-W ich Hhre-fflerpiots of late years. 


-are not aware-that more idiots are horn 
now than formerly, or that more are born 
pre to 8uicide. 
2. Is there anything now in the air or cli- 
mate,. more calculated: to produce insanity 
and 8uicide than jn ages past! We are not 
aware of this, nor will it be alleged. What] 
then is the caugg of such numerous suicides. 
People have bgen anxious to find out the 
cause of the cholera, but few ask what is 
th he cause of 0 many cases of insanity and 
Suicide ! 
3, Is there anything in peoples present 
habits of living, more than in former ages to, 


dress and. employments tend to produce 
them ? It is, not improbable that these in 
80me cases, may be more injurious to health 
now than formerly, and disease may lead to 
insanity, and insanity to suicide. But we are 
not prepared to believe that this rationally 
accounts for 80 many cases of snicide which 
Rib! the disgrace of our age and of our coun- 

- for 8ome of the causes of them are 
VAR peculiar to America. 'The .ques- 
tion then returns for an answer—How shall 
we account for 80 many suicides, more num- 
erous by far, than at any preceding time 
vince the 'settlement of this country. Al 


in preceding ages, with a” _onnon to| 
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$0n 80, many 8uicides ? Does their diet, | pet it ;* just as if money was the 


lowing a sufficxent number of suicides which 


all expect to happen in the ordinary of 
of things, and also for the increased po t 
lation of the country, I shall auggest wha 
has occured to me as accounting for the ex- 
tra number. of svicides in this land, a land 
more - highly favored any other upon 
the earth, 'They o principally from 
the following sources 

I. Gambling. 'This 5 a gambling age, and 
I may add a gambling country. We do not 
mean that gambling has not existed in for- 
mer ages, and is not now practised in ob 

No, what we mean js, it greatly 

prevails in our age.andin this country.. Take 
as mere, example that of lotteries.” We 
doubt if there is a nation on earth, 
they have more prevailed and have been 


up for such ops funds i on $80 


occasions, Bishops fu turches I 


details here ; the public journals have an- 
nounced a number of suicides which have _ 
been fairly traced to lotteries. 'T ad , Ie 
previous to killing themselves have 
s8uch confessions. $0 i 
species of gambling become that the Pr 
authorities have begun to suppress it, and 
we hope will make a final end of it. 

2. Speculation. Americans are proverbial 
for enterprize of business. All kinds of 
Pro are embarked in to make money. 

he maxim with too many is, * get money, 
get it honestly: if you can, but by all means 


been built by lo Indeed, they 
been applorod ry pls, 18 well as el 
and profane purpoges. I need not. 


11f rmiir 


God of the universe. Talent, 
health, character and life, are 

make money and sometimes he is 
the smartest man who can outwit and over- 
reach his neighbor. Ts it to be welded ta at 
that failures often take place, views are 
often committed, and some just within 
of a fortune, are reduced to poverty a 
zometimes to disgrace? To dig they can- 
not and to beg they are ashamed. Not hum- 
ble enough to survive their downfal, or to- 
regain their character, they end their days 
by swicide. 'ThiSgpec peculeting course, has al- 
80 8welled the lis of sweideg, wiftch labor in 
8omec honest carUngy and contentment with | 
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moderate things might have prevented. But 
© the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith and pierced themselyes 
through with many sorrows.*” 1. Tim. 


. G6: 10. 


8. Luxury. 'This is a country, where peo- 
ple now have become fond of genteel and 
luxurious living. 'They are not like their 
fathers, content with common things, but 
must enjoy all the luxuries and elegances of 
life. They must have fine houses, keep 
a good table, dress in fine clothing, and fare 
sumptuously every day. Old people some- 
times remark * that young people when mar- 
ried, go in at the wide end of the horn, and 
come out at the small;” they begin where 
they ought to end. Many live up to their in- 
come, and not a few beyond it. What are 
the consequences ? "They squeeze along in 
the horn until they are stuck fast in it; or 
in plain language they fail, go to jail and 
8wear out. Intemperance is resorted to, to 
drown care and s8orrow, and thus the down- 
ward road is trod, which ends in a number 
of 8uicides. The evil does not end here, 
for they have brought up their children in 
idleness, to be ladies and gentlemen, with- 
out a dollar to support their ideal greatness. 
Thus the iniquities of the fathers are visited 
on the children. Nor does the evil even 
stop here. Industrious young men are de- 
terred from marriage, aware of their inabili- 
ty to support a wife and family, in the style 
and fashion of the day. Let females, whose 
inflaence is omnipotent in such things, set 
their faces against &uch a mode of living. 
Let neatness, cleauliness, and economy take 
its place, and few of them need to hve and 
die old maids. 

4. Amusements. The poor and the rich 
must haye their pleasures and amusements. 
Under these I conclude, theatres, balls, jams, 
concerts, water excursions, and other  par- 
ties of pleasure, too numerous to detail. It 
may be seriously doubted, if there is a coun- 
try on earth, according to its population, 
where the whole community s0 generally, 
and to 8nch an extent, engage in such plea- 
sures and amusements. Some will borrow 
money, others will use that with which they 
ought to pay their debts, and the boys will 
80metimes steal from their masters to enjoy- 
them. It is the very trade of ome to invent, 
and get up some new thing, to amuse and 
gpunge the community out of their hard 
earnings. 'They lie in wait to deceive. But 
what are the consequences of this endless 
craving after amusements ? Idleness, dis- 
8ipation, bankruptey, poverty, disgrace, and 
80metimes 8nicide. . 'The *persons, who are 


strangers to the pleasures of reading, the | 


pleasures of walking, and the pleasures of 
social agreeable intercourse with intelligent 
friends, are miserable unless e d in 
suach fashionable amusements, as their 
time, and finally kill them. 

5. Religion. 


do not mean the religion of 
Jesus Christ, for this never drove one to 1in- 


sanity and 8uicide. But I mean what goes 
under the name. of religion in the present 
day, produced by revivals, or what popes 
call religious excitements. Most public ob- 
jects in our land, are attained by excitement, 
whether civil political or religious. Intem- 
perance is to be put down by excitement ; 
slavery is to be abolished by excitement ; 
free masonry is to be destroyed by excite- 
ment; the bunker hill monument is to be 
built by excitement ; and a fund for the in- 
struction of the blind is raised by exette- 
ment. 'The men in public office are to be 
turned out by excitement ; and office seek- 
ers are to fill their places by excitement. 
Political men, political principals, and polit- 
ical measures, are determined to be good or 
bad by excitement. Some men are engaged 
in raising the. wind of excitement, and 
others are setting every stitch of sail, to 
catch the breeze to waft them into their de- 
sired haven. If the wind shifts in the course 
of the passage, their sails are 80 trummed, 
that they can sail with the wind, which 1s 
most likely tqaacarry them into the most lu- 
crative office which the government can give 
them. But I pass oyer civil and political 
excitements, to notice more particularly re- 
ligious excitements. 

\ For a number of years past, this country 
has been in a continued ferment with reli- 
gi0us meetings, from an hour or two in the 
evenings, to four days or to twenty. days in 
succession. All sects calling themselves 
orthodox, have labored night and day to get 
up religious excitements. 'The comet, . th* 
cholera, hell and damnation, - God: and the 
deyil with their united wrath, and every 
other terrific topic, has been resorted to for 
the purpose of exciting the public. Many 
have loved to have it 80; and those who 
muttered or peeped against such proceed- 
ings, were set down as enemies to all reli- 
gion. But mark gentle reader ; it was dur- 
ing these high religious excitements, that a 
great proportion of the extra cases of insan- 
ity and 8uicide occurred. And it is indispu- 
table, that a great many of these cases, were 
{fairly traced to religions excitement as the 
cause of them. _ Since religious excitement 
began to abate, the cases of insanity and 8ui- 
cide have been. less frequent. Probably con- 
vinced, that this system of excitement will in- 
jure their cause, some of-the most 8agacious 
leaders among the orthodox, have publiahed 
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> man kills himself until he is insane. 
+ then is insanity to be prevented ? 
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their veto of  8uch wild proceedings.* Ex- 
citements they adyocate, but protest against 
the use of 80 much steam : for some boilers 
have burst; and all must burst if more care 
is not taken, and less steam is used. 'They 
seem to be some what alarmed at the fruits 
of their own excitements. God grant, that 
they may repent of the many cases of insan- 
ity and 8vicides which their measures have 
occasioned, and henceforth adopt apostolic 
preaching and apostolic measures to convert 
the world from &in to God. | 

I shall conclude this whole subject for the 
present, with a remark or two respecting the 
prevention of suicide. If the views T have 
stated are 8ubstantially correct, it follows 

I]. That if we would effectually prevent 
guicides we must prevent insanity, for no 
How 
Perhaps, 
it can not be wholly prevented, for it is in 
80Me constitutional, and may arise from in- 
numerable'and unayoidable causes. But, 

2. Smcides may be greatly lessened, by 
avoiding those things which injure the bodily 
health, and produce disease, insanity, and 
8uicide. Als0, 8uch things as excite in a 
high degree the mind. The mind, may be 
8eriously injured, by either, an extreme of 
depresson or eleyation, - an& of course may 
injure the body and 'produce insanity. 'To 
keep the mind in a cahn ular COUrse, is 
as. necessary to our ..qqpAry to attend to 
regularity in diet, dress, and exercise. It 
is, when both mind and body are properly 
regulated, that man enjoys the greatest 
share of happinss. And if any man in- 
quires how can this best be done ? I answer, 

8. Let him read and study the scriptures. 
The truths they contain, will not only calm 
the passions of the mind,: and give it hope 
and peace, but will teach him to crucify the 
Zesh with its affections and lusts. Nothing 
there is to be found, which leads a man to 
dispair, to insanity, or suicide. On the con- 
trary it encourages all, to trust in God at all 
times, and in all circumstances. Though 
he 8lay me yet will I trust in him. w. s. 


*See lectures on revivals of religion. By W. B. 
Sprague, D. D. pastor of the second Presbyterian charch 
in A oye. With an iutroduetory essay, by Leonard 
Woods, D. D, also an appendix, consisting of letters from 
the Rev. Doctors, Alexander, Wayland and eighteen oth- 
ers, all - doctors, except one, who is the Rev. C. P. 
Mc'ilvaine. 


Trust in the Lord with all thy heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy path. Be not wise in thine own 

eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 


® 


Open rebuke is-better than secret love. 
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CHRISTIAN RECONCILIATION.—No. 1. 

What sentiment, what view of the prin- 
ciples and purposes of the Divine govern- 
ment, will, produce a christian reconcilia- 
tion? With regard to myself, setting no 
value on existence only in proportion as it 
is a blessing, I cannot be reconciled under 
the suffering of eyil viewed as evil in the 
result, I can only be reconciled to evil 
viewed as a means of good. © Neither would 
it be possible for me to be reconciled to the 
supposed doings of God, with a behef that 
he has chosen to give me an existence, and 
to abandon me to the influence of cireum- 
stances which he saw would make my ex- 
istence to'me an infinite curse. Congse- 
quently the ministry of any doctrine which 
should lead me to suppose that God does 
send evils upon me which are not designed 
as means of good, and that he has aban- 
doned me to circumstances which he 8aw 
in the beginuing would make my existence 
an infinite evil,—the ministry of 8uch doc- 
trine, I'say, would not be to me the ministry 
of reconciliation, I could never be recon- 
ciled to God under such a view of his char- 
acter and government. 

But here some would tell me that this 18 
owing to the natural depravity of my own 
heart; that we are all born totally deprav- 
ed, with natures opposed to God ; that un- 
til our natures are changed by regeneration, 
we cannot feel willing that God should do 
by us as he pleases,—we cannot view it to 
be just and right in God to damn us to all 
eternity for the sins of this life. *We felt 
precisely 80 ourselves,' say they, © before we 
met with a change of nature. We were 80 
selfisgh that we could not be reconciled to 
anything but what should work for our 
good, or should be at least compatible with 
our welfare. And when we thought upon 
the justice of God, by which we 8stood con- 
demned as heirs of endless woe, we felt xuck 
an opposition to Divine justice, that we 
would, if we could, have dethroned God, 
and even $struck him out of being. But 
since we have been regenerated by the Ho- 
ly. Spirit, we have become entirely recon- 
ciled to God's will; we are willing that he 
should reign, and dispose of his creatures 
according to his pleasure,—even that his 
justice should be glorified in the. endless 
punishment of as many as he pleases.* 

But we are disposed to inquire, what Ccir- 
cumstance is it that makes these people feel 
80 differently after their conversion, even 
reconciled to God's goyernment, willing that 
he should keep on his throne, and end as 
many to an endless hell as he pleases ? _ O, 
it is beeause they think that they have be- 
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come God's fayorites ; | that he loves them 
as dear children, and, instead of casting 
them off to all eternity, will confer upon 
them everlasting blessings. 'They think that 
even the evils of the present hfe God will 
make to subserve their good ; for they ap- 
ply.to themselyes the passage of scripture 
which says, * All things work together for 
good to them, that love God, to them that 
are the called according to his purpose.” 
So now, since God has become their Friend, 
and will ;:make all the dispensations of his 
government serve - their highest good, they 
are willing that he should reign, and do as 
he pleases; O yes, they are entirely recon- 
ciled to his casting off their fellow creatures 
by thousands and millions, into never-end- 
ing torments! What a wonderful- change 
of nature !! 

Is this a disinterested reconcihation to 
God? Ts this a, freedom from selfJove, 
' from self-interest? Does this change of 
feeling with them _result from a change of 
their nature, or of their natural disposition ? 
No, it is from a change of circumstance. 
When they believed that God's justice sen- 
tenced them to endless torments, and they 
had no hope of escape, they felt unrecon- 
ciled, and would, if they had power, rather 
dethrone God than that he should execute 
upon them these tor1ments. But when they 
came into the belief that, on account of 
Some exercises of mind which they had ex- 
perienced, God had become their friend, 
and would bless them with infinite good, 
they felt reconciled, and willing that God 
should reign. And who would not feel will- 
ing that God should reign to bestow upon 
him infinite good ? 

But what does their reconciliation consist 
in? Is it in a hope for the human species, 
and 80 for themselves as a part of the 
whole? No. When they speak of obtain- 
ing a hope, they mean by it a hope for them- 
elves. . So they are reconciled in a hope for 
themselves, and in the belief of that final 
ruin for millions of -others, in expecting or 
fearing which for themselves they could not 
be reconciled. 'This reconciliation is too 
narrowly selfich. When I stated the only 
principle, with regard to myself, on which 

could be reconciled, they condemned me 
as selfich. But I would be ashamed of 80 
exclusive a selfishness, as is involved in the! 
principle of selfighness which they profess. 

| | 8. 0. 


| 


| 


The hypocrite is hated above all men. 
He hides his faults and deeds under the fair- 
est color, and does mischief where others 
durst not think of it. 


| 


| 


If sinners entice thee consent thou not. 
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THE CONTRAST. 

« Anciently the Romans worshipped Virtue and 
Honor, for Gods : whence it was that they built two 
iemples, which were 80 8eated that none: could enter 
the temple of Honor without passing through the tem- 
ple af Virtue.* _. 

I once knew a youth. He was bred to 
an important business, He was the hope 
of. a widowed mother; for his father had 
sunk into the grave. It was plainly discov- 
erable that his soul was uneasy ; that he 
was destined for some noble employment ; 
for ever and anon he was found in mllent 
meditation, or perusing a favorite author. 
The poets were all familiar to him ; they 
seemed to breath musick to his troubled 
soul. He felt a gnawing desire for excel- 
lence. He loved equality, but he loved 
greatness more. Each returning day behel” 
him thoughtful. The midnight beheld 'him 
holding converse with the wise and the 
great ; till his whole soul beamed with glow- 
ing thoughts. He sighed for a wider field 
of usefulness. He wanted to step forth upon 
the great stage of action. He did. He 
commenced his career by choosing that pro- 
fession, which by way of eminence, has 
been denominated *« sacred,” but which has 
often been polluted” by passion and unhal- 
lowed ambition. Multitudes hstened to his 
eloquence as he pictured truth in all her na- 
tive beauty and perfection. He grew in 
reputation and rose in eminence. He seem- 
ed like a beautiful plant, springing from its 
native 8oil, promising, as it expanded, to 
ripen into beauty and full maturity. He 
grew in wisdom, and was the joy of the cir- 
cle in which he moved. On him, the fond 
mother looked with honest pride. She lit- 
tle thought she had been maturing s8uch 
splendid powers. Success crowned his ex- 
ertions. Even fame was about weaving 


il 


garland for his brow. One evil thought ®, | 


tered his soul. Like poison, its destructive 
influence was hardly felt at first 3 but its 
progress though slow, was fatal. As he 
who sees a game can first discover the er- 
rors of the antagonists, 80 his friends s8aw 
the error of his heart. He saw it not; for 
vice and error shut up the eyes of their vic- 
tim. His favorite authors lost their charms 
for his soul. He would look on them for 
hours, ay, more, even on the Holy Volume 
with terrible indifference! His pen no long- 
er depicted in < letters of fire* the | burnin 

thoughts of his 8oul. The glorious, beauti- 
ful temples of Jehovah no longer resounded 
with his eloquence. His fond parent sighed ; 
for her hopes were destroyed, as the flower 
not budding into beauty, 1s swept away by 
the next passing gale. What was his erroy? 


| He 80ared too high. He started in-the race 
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expecting to outstrip all competitors, when 
he should have. waited, as in the Olympic 
games to have first gathered strength. Dis- 
appointed and despairing, he who might 
have been the ornament of his age, will pass 
his days in gloom and obscurity. He for- 
£ ot that © before honor is humility.” 

I knew another youth. His origin was 
obscure. He, too, had a widowed mother ; 
for he had lost his father at so early an age 
that scarce even a faint trace was left on 
the memory. He was but a tend2-r plant. 
'The seeds of disease seemed to be lurking 
in his frame. He needed to be strengthen- 
ed and matured under the shade of the pa- 
ternal roof; but cruel poverty told him * in 
the 8weat of thy brow shalt thou eat thy 
bread.* He pursued the business of life 
with faithfulness. But as his powers gained 
strength, it was seen that some object lie 
hid deep in his soul. He was silent, medi- 
tative and 427. oak The world s8eemed 
to possess few c s for him. 'The amuse- 
ments of life to hum were but fleeting vani- 
ties, which, though they might please for a 
moment, were sure to leave a sting behind. 
Even the converse of friends was not sooth- 
ing, unless they touched on subjects divine. 
He 8aw that life's little space was spent in 
frivolous pursuits. Often, therefore, would 
he steal away from the world, and retire to 
* the world of wonders within himself;” or 

ther wisdom from the wise and the great. 

ike the bee, he gathered honey where oth- 
ers found only poison; *to the pure all 
things are pure.” In his bosom he felt kind- 
ling- aspirations after excellence. It was 

ure, hallowed ambition. In some respects 

e felt that his associates were his inferiors, 
yet he was not proud. He sighed to move 
in a wider circle; in a more elevated sta- 
tion, where his few talents would be called 
into action, appreciated and rewarded.— 
Modesty and humility moved all his actions. 
When he attempted his own. praises, silence 
8ealed his lips. _ His powers grew active, 
restless and strong. His soul beamed for 
excellence in some noble pursuit, where ey- 
ery faculty could expand into life and actiy- 
ity; as the spring which unparts strength 
to the richest flowers, quickens them into 
life and beauty. He felt, he hardly dared to 
express the thought—he felt as- though he 
- too, could be ugeful in the sacred profession. 
But it 8eemed too grand and too elevated ; 

et it appeared not wholly beyond his reach. 

t appeared-to him like a splendid temple, 
into which none ought to enter without first 
pa through the temple of virtue.” 'The 
holy desire struck deep into his soul. He 
hardly knew whether such thoughts were 
*from beneath,” or © from above.” He know! 


many had entered this fair temple for the 
most unhallowed purposes. 'That within it 
had been splendid talents and splendid vices. 
Was it not possible that passion and wild am- 
bition were hurrying him to ruin? Or, was 
gentle, sober reason leading him to glory 
and renown ? Or, was it not rather an idle 
whim or yague thought, such as pass through 
the glowing imagination of youth? He 
waited. _ The thought glowed within him. 
It grew brighter with each expiring day. 
At midnight, dreams of future usefulness 
played around his 8oul. What could he do ? 
To be a herald of «© good tidings' was a des- 
tination too glorious. It was not for him to 
decide. He could no longer retain the great 
thought. * His heart was not within him ; 
while he mused the fire burned; then spake 
he with his tongue.* He ventured modestly 
to express the fulness of his heart to one, 
who by way of eminence should be distin- 
guished as the father of preachers, of uni- 
versal grace. As the bird leads her young 
to try their native strength, so has he led 
many a youth into the wide, beautiful field 
of the gospel. He saw the weakness of 
his frame, while he acknowledged the puri- 
ty of his intention. He feared the awful 
responsibility of saying © God speed;* yet 
he hesitated not to recommend. the labor, 
and to impart of his wisdom and Th- 
ence. 'This youth entered the field ; but 
whether in © gathering up the tares, he does 
not root up also the wheat,” he leaves his 
Master to decide. Success has crowned his 
exertions. He is the delight of his widow- 
ed mother, and the joy of his friends. So 
far he has escaped the melancholy fate. of 
the other youth; for he ever remembers 
that © before honor is humility.” gu 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. } 


PITY., 


Pity is a principle that seems to be inher- 
ent in the human heart. A principle that 
was implanted in our natures by the hand 
of Him who clearly foresaw that it would 
tend to promote our earthly felicity. There 
is hardly an individual, who, when he be- 
holds a fellow being laboring under misfor- 
tune or distress, does not feel arising in his 
heart, the refined, soft and tender emotions 
fan oma and concern. His heart 
melts at once into pious and unfeigned &ym- 
pathy in view of the unfortunate. Whether 
the object that awakens his fellow-feeling 
be worthy of it or not, he till entertains 
the same degree of pity for him. 1 

It is pity that renders us more 
and lovely to each other; that serves to 


unite, strengthen and preserve the cords 'of 


-” 
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gocial intercourse; and that gives beauty | 
and value to the course of our existence. 
Without it, we should dwell together in 
coldness and indifference; without enter- 
taining those affections that constitute 80 
great a part of our happiness. "There 18 
something in it that is peculiarly divine and 
lovely; something that bears a resemblance 
to our Heavenly Father. - It is a gift of the 
Deity himself—a blessed gift indeed !—and 
one that extends to the heart of every hu- 
man being. Tyro. 


[FOR THE UNIVERSALIST.] 
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DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE, 


Much has been said in times past, and 
not a very little has been written upon what 
is called disinterested benevolence. But al- 
though I fully appreciate the talents and 
worth of those who have deyoted much time, 
and displayed much ingenuity and talent in 
trying to define this subject, yet, I am com- 
pelled to differ from them, and to regard the 


idea of disinterested benevolence as an ab- 


gurdity. "This kind of benevolence is sup- 
posed to be an attainment which alone can 
entitle one to everlasting salvation. 

If 8uch be the fact, we may well inquire, 
who would not be disinterestedly beneyo- 
lent, for the sake of such an infinite recom- 
pence ? As the greatest possible reward 1s 
promased for this kind of benevolence, it 
naturally deeply interests the mind, and sets 
it to work to attain to this kind of beneyo- 
tence, for the sake of such immense reward ! 
By such means people are brought into a 
state of mind, as leads them to profess a 
willingness to be eternally miserable for the 
glory of God; and for disinterestedness 
in this particular, they promise themselvyes 
eternal felicity! . In my humble. opinion, 
this heterogeneous mass of contradiction has 
been invented to furnisch some possible es- 
cape from the arguments which support the 
doctrine of universal impartial goodness. 
Our opposers say, * your doctrine 1s selfish, 
and therefore false.” Can we not with 
equal propriety retort—* your doctrine is 
gelfish, and cannot be true? You endeayor 
to attain a disinterestedness which will enti- 
tle you to eternal life ; is'not this selfish ? 

To those whose sentiments . I. have thus 
noticed, I say in the language of friendship, 
brethren, give the. above facts an attentive 


and prayerful consideration, and at some fu-/th 


ture time you sball hear from me, upon an 
equally important subject. 8. D. 


Pride and vanity go hand in hand—this 
proves - true the old adage, < misery loves 
company.” 


EE EEEEn_—s 
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DR. CLARK A UNIVERSALIST. 
Our readers are all aware of the fact, that the- 
celebrated individual whose name heads this ar- 
ticle, was the great champion of Methodism. His 
Commentaries are now highly esteemed, not only 
by the Methodists, but also by limitarians gener- 
ally ; and in fact by nearly all liberal christians, 
There is one peculiar trait in the character of his 
writings which we deem worthy of special notice. 
It is the following: He 8eemed determined to 
vive what he regarded the true import of every 
ps88age. When he met with a text which clear- 
ly expressed Universal Salvation, he explained it 
accordingly. When a passage occured which fa- 
vored the opposite doctrine, he advocated endless 
misery. 'Those scriptures which plainly make 
known the sonehip of Christ, received their prop- 
deffinition, When he found a text favoring the 
trinity, he advocated that inconsistent sentiment. 
When 8uch language occured as the Methodists 


quote to prove their distinguishing sentiment of 


falling from grace, he advocated that notion. So 
if we put his expositions of different passages 


together, and allow to his words the import which 


words of the kind gererally receive, we find he 
was a strong believer in U niversal Salvation, end- 
less misery, Unitarianigm, 'Trinitarinism, and 
 Methodism. | . 

At the conclusion of his Commentary, he 8ub- 
joined his creed, in which he professed faith in 
the doctrine of endless misery, and thus removed 
all 8uspicion of heresy from his brethren. 'The 
reader is requested to peruse the following ex- 
tracts from his Commentary, in which the: doc- 
trine of ultimate Universal Salvation is as clearly 
expressed as it ever was by a Universalist. 

On Acts ii. 21— Times of restutution of all 
things,” he thus comments — 

* As the word restitution is connected with, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of oi has hol 
prophets, it mus: mean the accomplishment of 
the prophecies and promises contained in the Old 
Testament relative to the kingdom of Christ up- 
on earth; the whole reign of grace, from the as- 
cension of our Lord till his coming again, for all 
these things have the holy prophets s8poken; and 
as the grace of the | 
the. reign of 87n, it 18 represented as 
things, destroying the bad state, and 


o 


eotablicking 


sin and satan, and putting it into those of right- 
eousness and truth. 'This is done in every 
lieving soul ; all things are restored to their primi- 
tive?order, The man loyes God with all his b eart, 
8oul, mind and strength, and his neighbor as him- 
8elf; and thus, all things, of which the hol 


| prophets have spoken 8ince the world began, rel- 


r- 


was intended to destroy 


e good ; taking the kingdom out of the hands of 


a ena LOGON 
ative to_the salvation of any 8oul, are accom- 


. mate that it will, then all things will be ReEsToRED 


'80, as extensively, deeply, and universally, might 


' "AND SIN TOTALLY DESTROYED. Here 1s glorying, 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 
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plished in this case; and when s8vch a work be- 
comes UNIVERSAL, as the scriptures 8eem to mtt- 


in the FULLEST sense of that term,” 

Again; notice his comment on John xvii. 2 

As the Messiah, Jesus Christ received from 
the Father unwersal domunion. All flesh, i. e. all 
the kuman race was given to him, that by one 8ac- 
rifice of himself he might-reconcile them all to 
God : having tasted death for every man. Heb. 
ii. 9. So that he got all from God, that he might 
give himself-a ransom for the whole. See 2 Cor. 
v. 14, 15. Rom. v.21. Tim. ii. 4, 6. As all 
were delivered into his power, and he poured out 
his blood to redeem all, then the design of God is 
that all should have eternal life. 


One more quotation will suffice to prove that 
the Dr. was an Universalist. We refer to his 
comments on Romans v. 21. 


* That as gin hath reigned unto death.) As ex- 
tensively, as deeply, as universally, as 8m, wheth- 
er implying the act of transgres#on, or the impure 

nctple from which the act proceeds, or both :— 
Rath reigned, 8abjected the whole earth and all its 
inhabitants; the whole soul, and all its powers, 
and faculties, unto death temporal, of the body, 
spiritual, of the 8oul, and eternal of both ; even 


ace reign, filling the whole earth, and pervading, 
SuntHie and ning the whole 8oul; through 
ng £88, Qrovgh this doctrine of free 8alva- 
ton, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the princi- 
le of holiness transfused through the soul by the 
oly Ghost ; unto, eternal life,. the proper object 
of an immortal. spirit's hope, the only sphere 
where the human intellect can rest, and be happy 
in the place and state where God 1s ; where he is 
geen AS HE 18; and where he can be enjoyed 
without anterBption in- an eternal progression of 
knowledge and beatitude; by Jesus Christ our 
Lord, as the cause of our salyation, the means by 
which it is communicated, and the 8ource whence 
it gprings. Thus we find, that the salvation from 
8in here, is as extensive and complete as the guilt 
and contamination of gin ; DEATH 18 CONQUERED, 
HELL | DISAPPOINTED, THE DEVIL CONFOUNDED, 


to Him that loved us and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, and has made us kings and 

_ priests to God and his Father, be glory and do- 
minion, forever and ever. Amen! Hallelujah ! 

The Lord God omnipotent reigneth! Amen, and 

Amen. 

Should 8uch definite language drop from the 


lips of an avowed Universalist, it would be re- 


garded as rank heresy, or strong Universalism. If 


language has any meaning, the quotations now 


.8et before the reader adyocate the gentiment which 


distinguishes the order of Universalist. 


+ We $hall in our next, adduce evidence in sup- 
port of the assertion that Dr. Clark was an Uni. 


tarian. 


UNIVERSALIST EXPOSITOR AND REVIEW. 


The July No. of this interesting and highly 


template the importance of the work, and the 
ability and wisdom with which it is conducted, we 
are astonished that go few patronize it. It is cer- 
tainly worthy of a conspicuous place in every 
Universalist family. 'The articles are all original, 


and are issued under the immediate inspection of 
our talented and critical Br, H. Ballon, 2d. We 


hope every friend of truth will use his best en- 
deavors to extend the circulation of the work, 
that its proprietors may not be compelled again to 
discontinue it for want of patronage. 

The July No. contains 8even well written arti- 
cles on the following 8ubjects :—1. * Principles of 
Interpreting the Language of Scripture.' H. B. 
2d. 2. * The Term Mystery, as used in the New 
Testament.' H. B. 2d. 3. * What is Religions 
W. A.D. 4. *Reserve of Universahsts in urging 
the Denunciations of Scripture.” H. B. 2d. 5, 
Streeter's Familiar Conversations.*' H. B. 2d. 6- 
{State of the Doctrine and Denomination of Uni- 
versalists.' T. W. 7. Poetry—* Counsels to the 
Young.” J. H. K. 


GOSPEL ANCHOR. 

The proprietorship and editorial management 
of this valuable publication, have passed into the 
| hands of Br. J. H. Grew, who is to be assisted by 
Brs. Le Fevere, I. D. Williamson, and O. Wil- 
liams. 'The first No. of Vol. 3, has been receiy- 
ed. Its present form is like the Universalist, with 
the addition of eight pages. 'The matter is mostly 
original, and the style is spirited and exalted. The 
only acquaintance we haye with Br. Grew, we 
have received by reading his articles which have 
of late appeared in the” Anchor. And judging 
from his works, we are enabled to anticipate in 
him an able and judicious coadjator in the cause 
of truth. We commend him and his publica- 
tion to the Universalist community, and the bleg- 
8ing of Heaven. We hall be happy to do any 
business for him which is consistent with propriety 
at our office, 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
© Murray? was not received in 8eagon for this 
week's paper, but shall appear as 800n as possible. 
The communications from our esteemed corres- 
pondent * C. 8. have been received, and 8hall be 
given to our readers as fast as time and circum- 
stances will permit. 
© Zenas,” is not admissible. The gubject upon 
which he has written will be of no interest to the 
readers of the Universalist. Besides, his language 
is coarse and yulgar. We wish all our correspo 


n- 
dents to make their articles brief and comprehen- 
8lve, as 8uch ones are read with the most interest. 

*Eprilon,” on the judgments of God, and the 
poetic effusion of *'T.* are received. - H. B. *on 


Temperance, No. 2. is omitted for want of room ; 


useful work has been received. - When we con-{| it shall appear next week. 
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POETRY. 


A — ——————————— 


Who is My Neighbor ? 


Who is my neighbor !—sce him stand, 
With sunken cheek and eye 

Where hunger shows the _ hand 
Thy bounty can supply ! 

Look where the widowed mother pines 
For what thou well canst spare; 

Where palsied age, in want reclines, 
And see thy neighbor there ! 


Behold him in the stranger, thrown 
Upon a foreign bore, 

Who, homeless, friendless, and alone, 
Is shivering at thy door ! 

Go meet him in thine enemy, 
And good for evil pay; 

And bear in mind, for such as he, 
Thy Saviour bids theo pray. 


' Go 8eek him in the dungeon's night. 

And comfort there impart; 

Implore the smile of Heaven to light 

desolated heart. 

Look where the 8on of Afric sighs 
For rights enjoyed by thee; 

He is-thy neighbor !—loose his ties 
And set the captive free ! 


Columbia, favored of the skies ! 
How can thy banner wave, 
While at thy feet, thy neighbor lies 
A crushed and fettered slave ? 
There is a blot among its stars ; 
A tain _ thy hand; 
A mark upon thy face, . that mars 
- The beauty of our land ! 


Thou noble tree of liberty, 
FO ves mg not thy verdure fade 
x him who would his neighbor see 
: xcluded from thy shade ? 
Did they who reared thee by their toil 
Not will thy fruit to be, 
Alike, for all who tread thy goil, 


A harvest sweet and free ? H. F. 6. 


Consolation at Death. 


Why is it 8aid, those who believe 
And trust in universal ace, 
Cannot in death sweet joy receive 
Nor bid the world farewell in peace ? 


Should I, when on a dying bed, 

ir for -half mankind or more, 
Believing all our creeds have said, 
Of endless pain when time is ver. 


Could this with joy my heart inspire, 
And hush each anxious care to rest ; 3 
Yea satisſy each fond desire, 
Arising in a dying breast ? 


When o'er my dying couch sball bend 

A weeping wiſe and children dear, 

Then boundless grace 8weet peace shall send, 
And wipe affliction's falling tear. 


A hope that we hall meet again, 

In worlds of light and endless rest, 
Beyond the reach of death and sin 
Must calm the sorrows of each breast. 


. LETTERS ; 


ived at this Office, during the week ending J uly 9. 


E, _ La 
Ri Mass. J, FOMLC: Lowell, 'Mass. 
Goodwane 


» Cincinnati, Ohio. $3. Rev. J. M. 
\ Mass. P. M. Billerica, Mass. P. M. 
16. Geo. 


Vt. $10. P. M. Portsmouth, 


o 3 


N. H. 


"N... 


Marriages. 


city by th Rev. Mr. Mr. \Strocter, Mr. John A- 
_ d Eliza 
x mans 7 Sebastian. Fer- 


In Plymouth, 
ris Streeter of izabeth Jackson, 


daughter of Capt. os oy Jackson ye Plymouth. 


Deaths. 


—c 


» yonngest child of the late 


In this city, Helen A 
Mr. Oliver Davis, ears. 

In Cambridgeport, Mr. Josepb Robinson, 64. 

ln Charlestown,\Mrs. Hannah wife of Mr. Aaron Han- 
gon, 23, Mr. Isaac Kendall, 56. 

In Bellingham, Capt. Elias Thayer, Post Master, 60. 

In Portsmouth, Mrs. Rooksbury, widow of the late Mr. 


1 Abel Harris. 


In Dedham, Mr. Robert Stee], a 8oldier 6f the revolu- 
tion. 

In Lynn, Mr. John Pratt, 71 

In Watertown Mr. Ebenezer Cheney, 27. 


RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 


Br. 8. Cobb will preach in the first parigh Meoting- 
house in Haverhill, Mass. next Sunday. 

Br. 8. Pope will preach in Medford next fender. 

Br. J. Harriman will preach in East Kingston, N. H 
next Sunday, 

Br. H. Ballou, 2d. will arch in Stow next Sunday, 
and Br. T, Whittemore will supply bis desk in Roxbury. 

The Editor will preach in Danvers (New Mills) next 
Sunday, and a Lecture in the School-house-near-. __ 
buryport Turnpike, at 1-2 past 5 o*clock. ' 


Br, T. K. Taylor will preach in Exeter N. H. next 
Sunday. 

Br. W. Whittaker will preach in Watertown Sunday 
after next. 

= 8. Streeter will preach in Holliston the 4th Sunday 
in July. 


Br. T .Whittemore will preach in ur en Mass. 
next Sunday. 


STREETER'S EW, HYMN BOOK. 


The 8ubscriber has the Sixth Edition of this 


popular Hymn Book, Pick he now ofleps tothe Worn 
ist public at the low price 
bound and i 


A liberal discount will- bo note (net those who hdr 
dozen. fg ergnaphgs— wn 3m others, wisbing'to cir- 
culate the book can directing their 
orders to, » B. "UUSSE bY 


No. 29 Cornhill, Bogton, 
N. B. Publishers of Universalist papers will pleage in- 
gert the above and charge it to, B. BM. 
Terms of The Universalist. 
Taz UNnivERSALIST is published 8imul at 
No. 29, Cornhill, BosTox, = BENJAMIN RE 


and at LoWELL,: every ETES RDAY; at $1,00 

payable IN ADVANCE, $1 25 in six months, af, $1 56 
at the clogs of the year. 25 cents will be Ce ertbage 
who receive their papers by the Carrier. 

Agents and others who obtain five new subscribers 
and send the money for them, sball receive a sixth copy 
gratis, wah" 2a WA, pe ates 10 


No paper dizscontinued till arrearages are paid, except 


at the discretion of the Proprietor. 


Letters containing five dollars or more may be ent 
at our expense. 


All letters and communications on business must_ be 
(Post Paid) sent to the- Editor. 


G. W 9TACY, PRINTER. 


\ 


